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The Piscataquog Land Conservancy is pleased to announce 
that we have signed a purchase and sale agreement to 
acquire 205 acres of ecologically-rich forest and pristine 

wetlands bordering our Ferrin Pond Preserve in Weare. The land 
is currently owned by Meadowsend Timberlands 
(MTL), a New Hampshire-based company that 
owns and manages working forestland through-
out the state and New England.  

Regular readers of this newsletter will recall 
that consulting foresters from MTL planned and 
supervised timber harvests at PLC’s Ferrin Pond 
and Tuthill Preserves last winter. This working 
relationship led to discussions this spring about 
the company’s property in Weare, which is a 
top priority in PLC’s strategic conservation 
plan for the Piscataquog watershed. Once PLC 
established that Meadowsend was willing to entertain an offer 
on the property, we negotiated an agreement that gives us until 
June 2019 to raise the needed funds and close the purchase.

Located almost a mile into the woods from the nearest paved 
road, the land is a hidden gem. It contains almost 23 acres of wet-
lands, or 11% of the total tract, comprised of a string of beaver- 
impounded wetlands that run north-south down the center of 
the property, and at least eleven vernal pools scattered across 

the remainder of the tract. The largest of these pools is a half-acre 
basin swamp that includes black gum trees approximately 400 
years in age. The property also features 4,700 feet of frontage 
on Bartlett Brook, which flows north through the property’s 
beaver ponds and meadows towards the main branch of the 
Piscataquog River.  

The property’s wetlands are home to waterfowl, otter, mink, and 
beaver, and likely support rare turtle species. Its upland forests 
are roamed by moose, black bear and bobcat. NH Fish & Game’s 
Wildlife Action Plan designates 43% of the property as best-in-
state habitat, and another 36% as the best in the southern NH 
biological region. If successful, the project will also link 473 acres 
of existing conservation land owned by PLC and the Town of 
Weare. The existing walking trail system on PLC’s abutting 
Ferrin Pond Preserve could be extended into the target property 
if it is successfully protected, and at least one club-maintained 

snowmobile trail bisects the land.

PLC has between now and June 30, 2019 to 
raise $299,000 and complete the purchase 
of the property from Meadowsend. We have 
already submitted major funding proposals 
to the state’s Aquatic Resources Mitigation 
(ARM) grants program, which focuses  
on the conservation and restoration of 
wetlands, and the Land and Community 
Heritage Investment Program (LCHIP).  
We will hear back on both later this fall. If 
these large grants are secured, we will 

work to raise the balance of funding from private sources in the 
first half of 2019.

PLC Land Protection Specialist Tom Jones says “this is another 
example of how PLC actively goes after land that we have iden-
tified as ‘best of the best.’ We are grateful to be working with a 
landowner who also understands and appreciates the property’s 
ecological value, and shares our goal of permanently conserving 
open land in New Hampshire.”

Protecting a 
Hidden Jewel 
in Weare

Photo by Tom Jones

“We are grateful to be  
working with a landowner 
who also understands and 
appreciates the property’s 
ecological value, and shares 
our goal of permanently  
conserving open land in 
New Hampshire.”
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Land Protection
We conserved four new properties totaling 133 acres during the 
year, including:

Proctor Preserve, Lyndeborough – thanks to the generosity 
of many people, PLC successfully purchased two properties totaling 
112 acres in Lyndeborough owned by the Proctor family. The first 
to close was a 41-acre parcel located next to our Rice Preserve that 
features dramatic glacial eskers and supports a wild brook trout 
population.  PLC later purchased a nearby 71-acre tract with half 
a mile of frontage on Cold Brook. The property had been listed 
for sale before PLC stepped in to acquire the land.

Nissitissit River CE, Brookline – PLC and the Town of 
Brookline completed the second phase of our joint conservation 
project along the Nissitissit River. The Town of Brookline conveyed 
a conservation easement to PLC on 14 forested acres (in five parcels!) 
that protect another third of a mile of frontage on the Nissitissit 
River, and almost a mile of a popular rail trail. Brookline and PLC 
had previously protected two properties totaling 75 acres along the 
Nissitissit in June 2017.   

Brennan Confluence CE, Francestown – our long-time part-
ners the Francestown Land Trust (FLT) conveyed a conservation 
easement to PLC on a small but strategic parcel located at  
the confluence of the South Branch of the Piscataquog River  
and Brennan Brook in Francestown. FLT had purchased the  
7.5 acre property earlier in 2017, and the PLC easement reinforces 
its permanent protection.  

With these latest additions PLC has protected 108 properties totaling 
6,995 acres.  

Land Stewardship
On the stewardship front, dedicated PLC volunteers and staff 
monitored every one of our conservation properties, built trails, 
marked boundaries, and installed gates and property signs. We 
fielded numerous issues and inquiries on our lands and easements, 
but once again had no major violations requiring enforcement 
action. In a first for PLC, we ran timber harvests on our Ferrin Pond 
and Tuthill Preserves, which generated income to the organization 

and provided an opportunity to educate our members 
and the public on sustainable forestry practices.  

Outreach and Education
PLC ran eighteen public walks, paddles and rides 
attended by about 330 people. We also launched a 
completely revamped website in the fall of 2017, and 
moved more of our communications in 2018 online 
(e.g. fewer print newsletters and more frequent and 
timely e-newsletters).

Organizational Development
Culminating two years of work, PLC was awarded 
national Land Trust Accreditation in August 2017. The 
accreditation program independently verifies that land 
trusts are operating in accordance with national stan-
dards and practices set by the Land Trust Alliance 
(LTA). PLC also once again balanced our operating 
budget, and continued to grow our long-term funds for 
land and easement stewardship and legal defense.  

Everything the Piscataquog Land Conservancy 
achieves, we achieve together – whether as volunteer or 
professional staff, lifelong member or enthusiastic 
newcomer, hiker, hunter, biker or bird-watcher, mod-
est contributor or major donor. PLC is a community, 
and for all our diversity we know we share common 
ground. These days that is something to celebrate. We 
hope you will come enjoy the company of your friends 
and fellow PLC members at PLC’s 48th Annual 
Meeting on Saturday, November 3rd at the Community 
Church of New Boston! Our featured speaker will be 
state and national conservation leader and longtime 
PLC trustee Paul Doscher, who will give a talk on the 
history of land conservation in in the United States.

	 Martha Sunderland	 Chris Wells 
	 Chair, Board of Trustees	 President

Thank you to Jennifer Carleton and 
RBC Wealth Management for your  
generous sponsorship of PLC’s Lobster 
by the River event for the past decade!

Piscataquog Land Conservancy 2018 Annual Report
The PLC completed it 2018 Fiscal year on June 30, and we are happy to report that it was another very productive 
year for our local land trust.  Here’s a summary of what we accomplished together:
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PLC Easement Will Protect

Paige Hill Marsh 
in Goffstown

A Decade of  
Lobster by the River

On August 25th one hundred fifty cyclists from our region 
and around New England rode in PLC’s fourth-annual Rose 
Mountain Rumble benefit ride. This was the first year we 
capped the number of riders, and we hit our limit! To every-
one who came out to ride, in many cases for the second or 
third time, THANK YOU! Huge thanks to the RMR event 
team Kris Henry, Doria Harris and Doug Powers, and all  
of you who volunteered on ride day. Thank you Airmar 
Technologies of Milford for your loyal and generous sponsor-
ship of the event, and Wilton/Lyndeborough Women’s Club 
for putting on another incredible lunch! Thanks also to every-
one at the Town of Lyndeborough for letting us use the 
town’s historic Center Hall as home base for the event. 

On Labor Day, more than one hundred PLC members and 
friends gathered for our 10th annual Lobster by the River fund-
raiser at Parker Mill in New Boston. Huge thanks to former 
PLC Trustee and head lobster cook Bill “Tuck” Tucker for 
procuring and preparing the feast for a tenth year! Big thanks 
also to Gail and Randy Parker for hosting us these many years on 
their beautiful riverfront property. Thank you to our business 
underwriter, Jennifer Carleton at RBC Wealth Management in 
Concord, for a decade of incredibly generous sponsorship of the 
event. Finally, thanks to PLC’s Donna Seidel for her impeccable 
organization, and to “Lobster Czarina” Betsy Holmes, Kelly 
and Kevin Kennerson, and everybody who came together on 
the day to make the event a success.

The geology of northwestern Goffstown is defined 
by glacial drumlins – rounded hills made up of 
rocky debris left behind after the last ice age – that 

are covered with mixed hardwood forests, hayfields, 
meadows and orchards. The drumlins also act as natural 
dams, forming streams and wetlands between the hills. PLC 
and the Town of Goffstown have been working together to pro-
tect this special landscape since it was first prioritized in the 
town’s Open Space Conservation Plan, starting with the Porritt/
Hi-E-Nuf Farm easement in 2006. Now we have the opportunity 
to extend protection eastward to protect the entire area sur-
rounding a drumlin-encircled prime wetland, Paige Hill Marsh. 
The marsh is a rich composite of five different wetland commu-
nities, constrained by subtle variations in topography. To the 
north and east, hills of sediments rise abruptly from the marsh, 
while ledge and scattered glacial erratics define the flat southern 
and western shore. Wildlife is diverse and abundant throughout.

PLC and the Town of Goffstown are now working to purchase 
a conservation easement that will conserve 52 acres of field, 
forest, stream and wetland, including ten acres of prime wet-
land in Paige Hill Marsh. Located along Paige Hill Road, the 
land is owned by Fred and Sylvia Jennings, who have farmed 
and lived on the historic property for decades. The land also 
features 1,400 feet of riparian frontage on Harry Brook and a 
tributary stream that flows through Paige Hill Marsh.  

The PLC easement 
will cover the eastern 
portion of Paige Hill 
Marsh, and the Town 
of Goffstown is cur-
rently under contract 
to purchase the fifty- 
acre tract to the west 
of the Jennings prop-
erty. The town has 
already purchased the 
ten acre tract to the 
west of that, connect-

ing Jennings with PLC’s Porritt easement.  Taken together, 
conserving these properties will nearly complete the protection 
of the Paige Hill Marsh prime wetland. PLC and town hope 
to fund the easement purchase with a combination of town 
conservation dollars and a grant from the NH Department of 
Environmental Services’ Aquatic Resources Mitigation Fund, 
which funds wetland protection and restoration projects. 

David Nieman is a member of the Goffstown Conservation 
Commission and Chairs its Open Space Committee.

By David Nieman

Fred and Sylvia Jennings  

Photos by Tom Jones

Photo by Jordan Bailey

The Rose Mountain 
Rumble Rides 

Again

Photo by Gabriella Nissen
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PRESIDENT'S CIRCLE 
$15,000+          
Jane B. Cook 1992 Charitable Trust           
Land and Community Heritage  
	 Investment Program (LCHIP)  5 
Lyndeborough Conservation Commission  5
Merrimack Conservation Partnership  5
New Hampshire Fish and Game Department  5
SCC Conservation Grant Program  5
$10,000+          
Davis Conservation Foundation  5
Francestown Land Trust           
John & Anne McCausland  p  
Preston Family Fund 
	 of the NH Charitable Foundation  5
Marilyn Jordon Taylor          
Susan & Bill Tucker
$5000+          
Anonymous           
Jed Callen & Carol Hess  p  
James & Sara Shirley  M
$2500+          
Anonymous           
The French Foundation           
Randy & Gail Parker          
Doug Powers & Doria Harris  5
Jeremy & Carolynne Shinn          
Joshua & Hollis Young  T 

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE 
$1000+          
Anonymous (2)          
Jennifer Carleton 
	 RBC Wealth Management  
	 The Losey Carleton Group        
Richard Floreani          
Shirley French          
Steve & Julie Grandgeorge          
Helen Grembowicz   5
Kathryn Layne          
Sue & Robert Makowiecki          
Evelyn & Michael Miller          
Lorin & Nanci Rydstrom          
Lora Sabin & Jonathan Hecht          
Gary & Patty Samuels  T      
Ellen Townes-Anderson & Craig Anderson          
Marianna Vis 
	 Realtor, Bean Group       

$500+          
Airmar Technology Corporation           
Steven Brooks & Emily Hartnett          
Philip & Virginia Brooks  M    
Clayton & Pauline Brown  5
Holly & James Cassidy  T      
Rosemary Conroy 
	 Studio Buteo        
Paul & Deb Doscher  M    
Marcy & Ted Graham   p  
Barbara & Fred Hayes          
Bob Jones & Happy Beale  T      
Deborah & Michael Kaufman          
Craig & Terry Knowles  M
Addie Ann Lambarth  T     
Meadowsend Timberlands           
Michael Nolen          
James & Jane Raymond          
Richard & Kathryn Stoyle          
Lawrence & Pia Sunderland  M    
Eugene & Veronica Van Loan          
Roberta Walmsley  M  p  
Linda & Chip Young          
Julie Zebuhr & John Apostolos  

CONSERVATIONIST CIRCLE 
$250+          
Anonymous (2)          
Jean Alden & David Alden-St.Pierre          
Michael & Sandra Boyko          
Jeff Clark & Lisa Clark          
Rosemary & Chris Conroy  T  p  
John & Diane DiStaso          
Robert & Henry Dodge          
Bill & Susan Dunlap          
Aaron Gill & Rob Girard  T      
Joan & Dana Haley  T      
Isabella Britain Hill          
Betsy & Ralph Holmes  T      
Taylor Hooper          
Susan & Beatty Hunter          
Jeff & Debbie Jackson 
	 Summit Computer Services        
Drew & Elizabeth Kellner          
Kirk & Judith Leoni          
Pat Nelson  p   5
Lee Nyquist & Leslie Nixon          
Heidi Palmer          

John & Laura Pawelec          
Dave & Karen Salerno          
Beth Salerno & Tod Ramseyer  T      
Mr. & Mrs. David N. Seager  T      
David Souter          
Ben & Kate Taylor          
Megan Thomas & Duncan Coakley          
Guy Washburn & Laura Reiner          
Tracey L. Wells          
David & Candy Woodbury          
Brian Zimmerman          

FRIENDS 
$100+          
Anonymous (4)          
David & Ann Ackley          
Sharon Akers          
John Alderson          
Brewster & Elizabeth Ames          
Susan & David Avery          
Judy Badot & Ron Cheney          
Dudley & Jeannette Baker          
Paula Bellemore  T  p  5
Paul R. Belyea          
Joslin & Ross Bennett          
Dan Boschen          
Steve Brown   
	 Steve's School Bus Service, Inc.        
Kathy & Michael Brown          
Larry & Sandy Brown          
Dr. Robert & Alyssa Brust   
	 Henniker Veterinary Hospital        
Meredith Bunting  M    
John Campbell & Heidi Krueger          
Thomas & Judith Carr          
Francis & Celeste Catano          
Jess Charpentier          
Cheryl Christner & Tim White          
Alexander Clark  M    
Peter & Nancy Clark          
Larry & Brigitte Cook          
Scott & Kelly Dallaire          
Marie & Steve Danielson          
Deering Lake Improvement 
Association          
Tina DePaolo          
Mike DePetrillo & Kari Lewis          
Robert C. Dewhirst          

Marsha Dixon          
Ellen Dokton  T     
Donna & Andy Dunn          
Mark Dunn Law Office           
George Eastman          
Betsy Eaton & Michael Hall          
Yuri Eliashevsky          
Ronald & Aino Elliott          
Patricia & Timothy Finn          
Jackie Freese          
Mary Alice Fullerton          
F.P Garvan          
Melinda Gehris & Richard Head          
Matt Giles          
Lucy Gobin          
Jill & Shawn Griffiths  T      
Don & Patricia Grosso          
Joanne & Richard Gustafson          
Jim Halla & Jeanne Ann Whittington          
Frank Hanchett          
Ben & Robin Haubrich          
Susan & John Howe          
Brad & Bridget Howell          
David & Susannah Jonas          
Dennis Keane          
Russ Killpartrick          
Tupper & Elin Kinder          
Paul Koch          
Greg Kreider          
Peter Kress          
Lake Horace Land Owner Corporation           
AJ Lee          
Linda & Bob Lindgren          
Barbara McKusick Liscord & Paul 
Liscord          
Laurie Mackenzie-Gordon          
Marilyn & James Mahoney  M    
Douglas A McIninch          
Sean & Sarah McLaughlin          
Marty Milkovic & Elizabeth Bauer          
Jack & Brandy Mitroff          
Donna Mombourquette & Jim 
Denesevich          
Frank Montesanto          
Diana Nadeau           
Juhlin Newkirk & Gary Marks          
Diane Padilla & Ellen Musinsky          

PLC Supporters Honor Roll Fiscal Year 2018 
(July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018) Please note that donations received after June 30, 2018, will appear in next year’s honor roll.

Did you know, nearly all of PLC’s operating income comes from the annual contributions of people like you, one gift at a time. Last year we received 
donations from almost 400 individuals, families, foundations and businesses who want to “act locally” to protect the natural resources of our region.  
We work hard to keep our fundraising requests to a minimum – we write our members just twice a year, once in the fall and again in the spring as 
we approach the end of our fiscal year.  This allows us to spend our time, and your money, on land protection instead of fundraising mailings – and 
that’s the way we all like it!  To learn more about how you can financially support PLC, including monthly “sustainer” gifts, gifts of stock, and making 
PLC part of your estate plan, contact Chris Wells at 487-3331 or cwells@plcnh.org.
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Bill & Sandie Peabody          
Ray Petty          
David Plourde          
Hannah Proctor          
Nancy & Barry Reinbold          
Wesley & Tammy Robertson          
Dana & Louise Robie          
Susan M. Ruggles          
Dennis & Maureen Ryan          
David & Verj Sardelli          
Carissa Scenna          
Myles Scenna          
Siobhan Senier          
Susan & Michael Sheets          
Bill Sherman          
Jessica Sherman          
Will Sherman          
Mike Shields          
Tom & Mimi Simmons          
Joan & John Skewes          
Joyce Smith          
David & Jillian Smith          
St. Anselm College           
Marcy Stanton  T      
Betty Straw          
Brian & Judy Streeter          
Martha Sunderland  T  M
Elizabeth Sweetman          
Barbara A. Thomson          
Henry & Ginette Tiffany          
Roy Tilsley          
Eric & Monica Towne          
Joe Trudeau  5
Susan Tucker           
Rick Van de Poll 
	 Ecosystem  
	 Management Consultants        
Stephen Walker & Diane DeLuca          
Erwin & Jean Walker          
Margaret Watkins          
Barry & Lois Wicklow  M    
Tom & Sally Wilkins  T      
Andrea & Thomas Wing          
Mary Zweighaft & Robert Kaplan  

MEMBERS 
$50+          
Anonymous (7)          
Priscilla Abdinoor          
Larry Ames          
Pamela Avery          
Melissa Ayotte          
Louise Barriss          
John Bauchat          
Catherine Bearce          
Paula Bedard          
Raymond Beloin          
Kristen & Steve Bernacki          
Bob Bernoth          
Richard & Louise Bertrand          

Charles & Martine Bohnsack          
Brian Brewer          
Marjorie Burke          
Dennis Card & Maureen McCanty          
Anthony Catauro          
Arlon Chaffee          
Don & Sarah Chapman          
Bob & Donna Chase          
Barbara & Bill Clapp          
Mark & Linda Clark          
Raymond Cloutier          
William Coder          
Diane Conway          
Paul Cosenza          
Stephen & Suzanne Covino          
Sally & Ron Curran          
Michael Dailey          
Mark Dearing          
Lucy DeGozzaldi          
Mrs. Stephanie Dubreuil   
	 NB Bookkeeping & Payroll        
Mark Dunn & Joan Gilmore          
Patricia & Thomas Edelmann          
Wally Estrella          
Paul Faber          
Russell Faux          
Mark Ferreira          
Lisa Ferro          
Erik Fey & Kathleen Rutty-Fey          
Jason Fitzgerald          
Steven Frederick          
Ted Freeman          
Trudi Fullerton          
JF Fullum          
Katrina Galway          
Justus Gibson          
Mark Godin          
Donny Green          
Timothy Groesbeck          
Rebecca & Dennis Gunn          
Floyd Guyette & Mary Koon          
Reggie Hall          
Hannaford - Goffstown           
Ann Harkleroad          
Craig & Crystal Heafield  M    
Karl Heafield & Amy Rheault-Heafield          
Todd Holland          
Nancy Huckins          
Robert Hughes          
JJ Jenkins          
Colin Johannen          
Paul Johnson          
Stephen & Jennifer Judd          
Dr. Katie Kachavos  M    
Thomas Kane          
Laura Kernan          
Jan & David Kolesar          
J. Marcel LaFlamme & Carol Swiech          
JT Lapointe          

Heather Larivee          
Randy Larrison          
Darren Lavallee          
Curtis Lavoie          
Matthew Lavoie          
Jane & Paul Lawrence          
Hiel Lindquist          
Dwight & Heather Lovejoy          
Patrick Luckow          
Dick & Ann Ludders          
Jennifer MacDougall          
Marilyn Magee          
John Maleski          
Paul Martel          
Chester Masel          
Todd Mathews          
Lara Matthias          
Debra McCulloch          
Brian McLaughlin          
James Medeiros          
Tom Merrill          
Jim Murphy          
Diana Nadeau          
Jonathan & Anne Nute          
Laura Okruhlik          
Charles B. Oliver          
Eddy O'Rourke          
Stephen Perron          
David & Ruth Pierce          
Pat Pine          
Kevin Pobst          
Matt Polus          
Darwin Ponnusamy          
Denise Poulin          
Colleen Powell          
Mark Prescott          
Mark Prince          
Steve Pucci          
Harry Puchacz          
Joseph Py          
Megan Rand          
Aaron Reyes          
Norman & Pauline Richard          
Wayne Rijo          
Leigh Robinson          
Lynn Robinson          
Karen & Michael Roy          
Michelle Roy          
Samantha Russell          
Stephan Russell          
Karina Santos          
David Selsky          
William Skiff          
Liz Smith          
Louis & Sandra Springer          
Alice & Emily St Hilaire          
Chris Steele          
John & Catherine Steiger          
Marion Stoddart          

T	SUSTAINING SUPPORTER  
	 (Has a monthly contribution with  
	 automatic payment)

M	 LIFETIME PLC MEMBER  
	 (Donated a conservation easement  
	 to PLC)

p	 PISCATAQUOG LEGACY  
	 SOCIETY MEMBER  
	 (Has donated land to PLC or included  
	 PLC in their estate plans)

5	 DONATED TO THE PROCTOR PROJECT

Angela & Tom Sullivan          
Nancy & Don Swearer          
Ronald & Julia Tams          
Dave Tate          
Joseph & Cora Trimbur          
Thomas & Christine Tyrie          
Denise Vaillancourt          
David Walecka          
Steve Walker          
Doreen Willett          
Fred & Marie Williams          
Debbie Wisniewski          
Daniel & Cheryl Wolfson  

SUPPORTERS 
UP TO $49          
Anonymous           
Len & Meredeth Allen          
Bob & Cathy Arredondo          
Bruce & Nora Buttrick          
Kathy Byrne          
H. Robert & Mary Frances Carey  M    
Peter & Christine Dallas          
Heidi Dawidoff          
Bruce Dennis          
Linda Jo Goldstein          
George Goodloe          
Sharri Goodwin-Merriam & Joe Merriam          
Betsy Hardwick & Jeff Tarr          
Holy Cross Episcopal Church           
David & Carol Hulick          
Beverly Hunt          
Donald & Sarah King          
Robert & Lee Le Comte          
Holly MacAdam          
Reta M. MacGregor          
Denise & Jillian McCalvey          
Christine & Brian Nase          
Joan K. Partridge          
Charles & Lisa Post          
Sidney & Norma Sousa          
Rod Stark          
Jeannine & Patrick Tucker          
Pam Ward & Peter Payne          
Craig Webb    
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PLC OFFICE
603.487.3331
President/Executive Director
Chris Wells
Land Protection Specialist 
Tom Jones 
Development Coordinator    
Donna Seidel
Stewardship Coordinator
Jordan Bailey 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Chair 
Martha Sunderland
Vice Chair 
Jim Shirley
Treasurer
Aaron Gill
Secretary 
Mike Boyko
Trustees 
Joslin Bennett 
Jess Charpentier 
Paul Doscher 
Ben Haubrich 
Gary Samuels 
Marilyn Taylor 
Eugene Van Loan 
Joshua Young 

Directors Emeriti 
Randy Parker 
Gordon Russell  
Robert Todd 
Margaret Watkins
Legal Counsel
BCM Environmental  
& Land Law
Newsletter Editor 
Chris Wells 
Newsletter Design 
Weber Stave Design

COMMITTEES 
Development 
Marilyn Taylor, Chair 
Joshua Young
Finance 
Aaron Gill, Chair 
Fred Hayes 
Bill Tucker 
Eugene Van Loan
Governance 
Jim Shirley, Chair 
Mike Boyko  
Paul Doscher 
Aaron Gill 
Martha Sunderland 

Land Protection  
Gary Samuels, Chair 
Ben Haubrich 
John McCausland 
Kevin Pobst 
Dennis Sawyer 
Martha Sunderland
Mike Thomas
Stewardship
Jess Charpentier, Chair 
Joslin Bennet 
Mike Boyko 
Dave Butler  
Matt Caron  
Paul Doscher  
Carrie Finke 
Steve Walker

Invasive Species 
Coordinators 
Lyn Lombard 
Hannah Proctor
Keeping Track  
Coordinator 
Barbara Thomson

The Piscataquog Land Conservancy (PLC) is a 501(c)(3) registered in the State of New Hampshire. Our federal tax ID number is 23-7085677. Information regarding 
the PLC, including our recent financial reports and tax filings, is readily available upon request.

Local artist and naturalist Rosemary Conroy will 
be hosting her 13th annual open studio in Weare 
on Saturday – Sunday, October 20 – 21 from 

noon to 4 pm each day. Rosemary, a long-time member 
as well as a former trustee, will be donating a per-
centage of her proceeds to the PLC as she has done 
for many years. Her colorful paintings feature many 
local birds and animals, as well as recent forays into 
“charismatic megafauna” from the sea. In addition to 
original works of art, Rosemary will have on hand 
affordable reproductions and notecards. For more 
information and directions to her Poor Farm Road 
studio in Weare, please visit her website at www.
rosemaryconroyart.com or call her at 603-315-9060.

SPECIAL GIFTS
David & Ann Ackley 
	 In memory of Lucy Heafield Hall
Larry Ames 
	 In memory of Mark Ames
Raymond Beloin 
	 In memory of Lucy Heafield Hall
Barbara & Bill Clapp 
	 In memory of Lucy H. Hall
Lucy DeGozzaldi 
	 In memory of Lucy Heafield Hall
Betsy Eaton & Michael Hall 
	 In memory of Lucy Hall
Jackie Freese 
	 In memory and honor of Lucy Heafield Hall
Katrina Galway 
	 In memory of Lucy Hall
F.P Garvan 
	 In memory of Lucy H. Hall
Linda Jo Goldstein 
	 In honor and memory of Lucy Heafield Hall
Sharri Goodwin-Merriam & Joe Merriam 
	 In memory of Lucy Hall
Rebecca & Dennis Gunn 
	 In honor and memory of Lucy Heafield Hall
Craig & Crystal Heafield 
	 In memory of Lucy Heafield Hall
Beverly Hunt 
	 In memory of Mrs. Lucy Hall

BUSINESS SPONSORS
44 Bikes Co. 
Airmar Technology Corporation
Dodge’s Stores
Ecosystem Management Consultants
Hannaford – Goffstown  
	 “Hannaford Helps” Reusable bag program
Henniker Veterinary Hospital
Hess & Gehris, PLLC
Mark Dunn Law Office

Meadowsend Timberlands
Monadnock Tent & Event
New Boston Bookkeeping & Payroll
Northeast Café
RBC Wealth Management 
	  The Losey Carleton Group
Steve’s School Bus Service, Inc.
Studio Buteo
Summit Computer Services
Weber Stave Design, LLC

Donald & Sarah King 
	 In memory of Lucy Heafield Hall
Paul Koch 
	 In memory of Lucy Heafield Hall
Addie Ann Lambarth 
	 In memory of Agnes Shellmer
Marilyn Magee 
	 In honor of John Magee  
	 from Dad & Meg
Juhlin Newkirk & Gary Marks 
	 In memory of Lucy Heafield Hall
Pat Pine 
	 In memory of Tom Pine
Susan M. Ruggles 
	 In honor of Sydney & Lauren
David & Verj Sardelli 
	 In memory of Lucy Hall
Susan & Michael Sheets 
	 In memory of Wm. R. Thompson
Marcy Stanton 
	 In honor of all who enjoy  
	 and love the natural world.
Megan Thomas & Duncan Coakley 
	 In memory of George Thomas
Roberta Walmsley 
	 In honor of John McCausland  
	 and in memory of Arthur Walmsley
Doreen Willett 
	 In memory of Lucy Heafield Hall    

Rosemary Conroy 
Open Studio

October 20-21, 2018
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By Dave Butler

Since PLC acquired the Florence M. Tarr Wildlife Sanctuary in the 
summer of 2017, a dedicated group of volunteers have been working 
with PLC staff to transform the property’s unofficial network  

of mountain bike trails into a marked trail system for walkers, bikers, 
trail runners and the occasional horseback rider. The final round of trail 
improvements and re-routes were completed in August, and a trail dedi-
cation is planned for later this fall.  

The “Lo-Flo” trail, one of the two 
trails on the property, is a 1.7-mile 
loop which can be walked in about 
an hour. Anyone familiar with  
the trail probably assumes that the 
name “Lo Flo” is based on the fact 
that the trail is characterized by 
gently flowing curves and is on  
the lower-elevation portion of the 
property. While this is all true, 
the trail is also named Lo Flo  
in honor of Florence Tarr, who 
bequeathed the hundreds acres  
of undeveloped land that today 
form the Tarr Sanctuary.

Florence Tarr was a private person, but we’ve managed to piece together 
some of her story through Bedford town histories, discussions with Bedford 
residents, and documents related to the Florence Tarr Trust. The story of 
the Florence Tarr Wildlife Sanctuary starts around the time of the Civil 
War. Florence’s great-grandfather, a sea captain, became disabled in a 
seafaring accident and settled in Bedford on 120 acres of farmland and 
“wild land” that he purchased in 1861. By 1900 the land was owned by 
Florence’s grandfather, and her father also resided at the family home-
stead located on the property. Florence was born in 1907 and was raised 
in Bedford. As an adult, she worked as a school teacher in Goffstown, 
Portsmouth, and Nashua.  

Later in life, Florence’s main focus became the protection of wildlife. 
The way to accomplish this, in her view, was to purchase and put aside 
open land as a refuge where animals would be protected from hunting 
and other pressures of human civilization. Over a period of years she 

Photos courtesy of J. Tarr

acquired property adjacent, and in close to 
proximity to, the Tarr family homestead. By the 
time she passed away, Florence had accumulated 
many hundreds of acres of property in northern 
Bedford and southern Goffstown. Upon Florence’s 
death in 1993, all of the land came under the 

jurisdiction of a newly-formed 
Florence M. Tarr Trust, which was 
charged with managing the land 
in keeping with Florence’s wishes.  
Florence stated in her will that  
“I have long had as one of my 
principal aims and purposes the 
maintenance, preservation and 
enhancement of all lands which I 
may own at the date of my death 
as natural sanctuaries for wildlife, 
in which there shall be no maiming 
or killing of animals, no hunting 
or trapping, no target practicing, 
no free running of dogs, and no 
dumping of toxic chemicals.”

The Tarr Trust was legally dissolved in the sum-
mer of 2017, and PLC took ownership of the 
332-acre preserve. As the new steward of the 
Tarr Sanctuary, PLC is required to carry on 
Florence’s mandate that the land be preserved as 
a sanctuary for wildlife. PLC asks that all users 
abide by the guidelines posted at the entrances, 
including keeping dogs on leashes. Next time 
you’re out enjoying the Lo Flo trail, take a 
moment to remember Florence Tarr and appre-
ciate the efforts she made to protect so much 
land in this crowded corner of our state.

Dave Butler is PLC’s volunteer property monitor 
for the Florence M. Tarr Wildlife Sanctuary, and 
was named PLC’s Volunteer of the Year in 2017.

Florence Tarr’s  Legacy     

Florence stated in her will that “I 
have long had as one of my principal 
aims and purposes the maintenance, 
preservation and enhancement of all 
lands which I may own at the date  
of my death as natural sanctuaries 
for wildlife, in which there shall be 
no maiming or killing of animals,  
no hunting or trapping, no target 
practicing, no free running of dogs, 
and no dumping of toxic chemicals.”
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Oct 20 / Explore the Meadowsend Property, Weare
Oct 20-21 / Rosemary Conroy Open Studio, Weare
Oct 27 / Black Brook Preserve Trail Dedication and Walk, Goffstown 
Nov 3 / PLC’s 48th Annual Meeting, New Boston
Nov 10 / Tarr Sanctuary Trail Dedication and Walk, Goffstown

For the latest on PLC outings, subscribe to our e-news.   
Just click the “join our mailing list” button at the bottom  
of our website:  www.plcnh.org.

Upcoming Walks & Events

Local artist and naturalist Rosemary Conroy will be hosting her 13th 
annual open studio in Weare on Saturday – Sunday, October 20 – 21 
from noon to 4 pm each day. Rosemary, a long-time member and  
former trustee, will once again donate a percentage of her sales to PLC.   
For details, see story on page 6.

Rosemary Conroy 
Open Studio

October 20-21, 2018


